Summary

he 167th NZ issue focuses

on political ideologies,

political practices, and

institutions of power.

It opens with a collec-

tion of materials, titled
“THE OLD FUTURE: CONSERVATIVE PARTIES
OF EUROPE IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE
21T CENTURY”, that addresses what is
perhaps the main political trend of our
time — the rise of right-wing populism
and nationalism. This section centres
on Europe, where until recently, if such
tendencies existed, they were muted
and far more limited in scope.

The selection of materials opens with
an article by Andrei Belinsky, which
provides a brief account of the history
and present-day state of the Freedom
Party of Austria. The author points
out that the party’s current right-wing
populism and ultra-conservative course
stem from its revolutionary past in the
mid-19th century. Maria Khorolskaya
continues the topic with a piece on the
past and the present of the Alternative
for Germany party, which may soon
find itself in power for the first time,
in one capacity or another. In Romania,
right-wing populism has a somewhat
different, less reputable profile —which
is the result of the country’s unresolved
historical issues from the last pre-war
decade. Tatyana Bitkova examines this
in her article.

Far-right populist and radical rhetoric
is nearly always built around the
alleged urgent need to resist endless
external and internal enemies of the
nation. Russia’s current political regime
also rests on this rhetorical foundation.
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The impact of this kind of ideological
stance on public opinion is discussed
in the latest instalment of Alexei
Levinson’s column SOCIOLOGICAL LYRICISM
(the article is titled “Russia Between
Friends and Foes").

Today we are witnessing a previously
unthinkable coexistence of an
expansionist, neo-imperial course with
the surviving institutions of a left-
wing authoritarian regime. Namely,
in Venezuela. The United States has
abducted Venezuelan head of state and
is establishing neocolonial domination
over the country. However, the system
of government shaped by Hugo Chéavez's
(and later Nicolas Maduro’s) socialist
dictatorship still persists, as do its key
figures in key posts. This is the focus
of the latest instalment of Tatyana
Vorozheykina’s column THE REVERSE
OF THE METHOD (“Venezuela: From «21st
Century Socialism» to «21st Century
Colonialism»").

The national question (the formation
of nations, nation-building, movements
for the revival and development of
national cultures) was a crucial part
of the revolutionary movements of
the 19th and 20th centuries, which
were, above all, anti-imperialist, left-
wing, and socialist. Today, however, the

“national question” is a key component
of the political agenda of the right.
The dialectic of right and left in one
particular national question — that
of Montenegro —is explored in the
material prepared for NZ ARCHIVE
by Vyacheslav Kuritsyn. Its basis is
Kuritsyn's translation of a 1945 article
by the Yugoslav publicist and political
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figure Milovan Djilas, author of the book
“The New Class”, a critique of communist
totalitarianism. Immediately after the
end of World War II in Europe, Djilas, who
was one of the leaders of the Yugoslav
Communist Party at the time, wrote an
editorial for the official party newspaper
on how the Montenegrin “national
question” should be resolved under
socialism. In the article accompanying
his translation of this text, Vyacheslav
Kuritsyn sketches the Montenegrin
national question in its present state.
The next major theme of issue
167 is the structure and functioning
of state power — and its various
regimes — as seen through specific
historical examples. The authors of NZ
discuss this theme partly within the
theoretical framework set out in Michel
Foucault’s later works, which introduced
the concept of la gouvernementalité.
La gouvernementalité in relation to
Russian and Soviet history is the topic
of a round-table discussion featuring
Oleg Kharkhordin, Viktor Kaplun,
Alexander Pisarev, Galina Orlova, Igor
Stas, and Igor Kobylin. Another round-
table discussion on the same subject
is scheduled to be published in issue
168 of NZ. It should also be noted that
these publications — as well as se-
veral upcoming ones — are dedicated
to the centenary of Michel Foucault’s
birth. Igor Kobylin explores the
concept of governmentality in relation
to a specific example drawn from
the Soviet educational system — the
history of specialized school No. 40 in
Gorky —in his article “An Elite Island
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of Democracy, or Governmentality at the
School Level”.

The second block of materials in issue
167, titled “THE SOVIET UNION IN A DEPART-
MENTAL PERSPECTIVE”, examines govern-
mentality in connection with the history
of the so-called Soviet “vedomstvennost”
(departmentalism) —the system and
method of managing the economy
and social life in the USSR through
government agencies (ministries). Some
contributors view Soviet vedomstvennost
as a specific manifestation of Foucault’s
much broader notion of governmentality;
others disagree. This thematic block
provides the platform for this discussion,
which revolves around the recently
published collective monograph “Soviet
Vedomstvennost”, edited by Igor Stas.
Featured in this block are articles by
Alexander Fokin (“Soviet Vedomstvennost
and Its Historiographical Legacy”), Galina
Orlova (“Litmus Tests and Lacunae
of Vedomstvennost: Notes on the Syntax
of Soviet Governance”), Polina Gundarina
(“Vedomstvennost as a Key to Soviet
Infrastructure”), Mikhail Mikheev (“Soviet
Vedomstvennost and Soviet Regionalism
in Their Interrelation”), and Sevostyan
Veselov (“Our Departmental Leviathan”),
as well as opening and closing pieces
by Igor Stas himself.

The issue concludes with the
NEw B0ooks section, where we can single
out Boris Sokolov’s lengthy review of
the second Russian edition of one of the
most important books on the history of
the Holocaust —the study by American
historian Jan Tomasz Gross, “Neighbors:
The Destruction of the Jewish Community
in Jedwabne, Poland”.
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