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In Memoriam: John Malmstad

This block is dedicated to the memory of
John Malmstad, literary historian, editor
and translator of many breakthrough
books dedicated to the era of Russian
Modernism. John was a member of an
editorial board of «New Literary Observers.

Thanks to him many Western Slavists
contributed to the journal at the early
stage of its existence. This issue pre-
sents memorial essays by Aleksandr
Lavrov, William Mills Todd Il and
Roman Timenchik.

The Political Languages of the Middle Ages

The article «Sicily without God: Tyranny
and Fortune in the Writings of Hugo
Falcandus» by Kirill Glavatskikh
examines the meaning of the theme of
Fortune in the works of Hugo Falcandus,
which shed light on the political turbu-
lence in the Kingdom of Sicily in the se-
cond half of the 12" century. The paper
attempts to prove that Hugo Falcandus’s
silent treatment of God is a conscious
rhetorical strategy coherent with the
Christian worldview.

Oleg Voskoboynikov in his «John

of Limoges, “Pharaoh’s Moral Dream”
and the Symbolic Language of Power

in the West in the Mid-Thirteenth
Century» presents «The Moral Dream

of Pharaoh», a work written in Latin by
John of Limoges, in the middle of the
13" century in the Burgundian abbey of
Clairvaux or in the north of France. An
attempt is made to determine its place
in the history of political ideas in the age
of high scholasticism, when political
thought penetrated all spheres of literacy,
from natural philosophy and exotic tales
to preaching, both among the highest
secular nobility and in the ecclesiastical
hierarchy up to the papal throne.

Ivan Mazhaev’s piece «Fighting the
Leviathan: Polemical Techniques of
Felix Hemmerli and the Reception of
His Works» examines the literary and
polemical features of the texts of the
cleric and jurist Felix Hemmerli. The
article attempts to compare Hemmerli’s
polemical methods, as well as his port-
rait of contemporaries and later scholars,
in order to identify further perspectives
for the study of his writings.

The Latin Office of the Virgin written by
the Franciscan Juan Gil de Zamora for
King Alfonso X of Castile has traditionally
been studied solely as a devotional text
and is yet to be recognised for its pe-
dagogical and political qualities, states
Juan Sota in his «King Alfonso the Wise
(1252-1284) and the Language of Royal
Piety». The paper aims to show how the
text’s performance of this prayer to Mary
was part of the political theology of the
King. In addition, a new hypothesis is
proposed regarding the motives behind
the text’s creation and its political
implications.

Historians do not often perceive medieval
poetry as a source of information about
political theories and ideas. Nevertheless,
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in XI-XIll centuries, an outstanding lite-
rary European tradition was born in the
orbit of the Chartres school: prominent
medieval theologians spoke in poetic
form about philosophy, natural science,
as well as on the topic of state and so-
cial structure. In the late Middle Ages,
the successors of this tradition appea-
red — not only clerics, but also court
intellectuals who created works of various
genres: allegorical poems, moral ballads,
satirical works based on the ancient fable
tradition. Both in England and in France,
authors such as Eustache Deschamps,
John Gower, Christine de Pisan and
John Lydgate employed one specific

image in their poetry — the metaphor
of the body politic. With the help of this
metaphor, they constructed their own
original views on social structure in ge-
neral as well as using the image of the
body politic to reflect on conflicts and
problems that required attention of the
society of said period. Pavel Bychkov
In his «The “Political” and the Poet: The
Image of the Body Politic in the English
and French Poetry of XIV-XV centuries»
analyzes diachronically the evolution of
the image of the body politic, examines
how the interpretations of this meta-
phor were developing simultaneously in
English and French political discourses.

Death And Life. Memorial Culture
in 18t"-21st Century Russia

The article «Between Utilization and
Museification: Everyday Life and the Per-
ception of Urban Medieval Necropolis in
the Russian Empire of the 18" — Early
20" Centuries» by Sergey Shokarev is
devoted to the attitude and contact of
18" and early 20" century Russian society
towards monuments of medieval urban
necropolises. This period was defined
by a break from the previous tradition,
which led to the forgetting and destruc-
tion of ancient tombstones and cemete-
ries. At the same time, from the second
half of the 18" century, the necropolis
became an object of scientific study,
and in the 19" century a practice of
protection of monuments was formed
(among which, however, the necropolis
occupied a rather modest place). By the
beginning of the 20™ century the idea of
the necropolis as a historical monument
and source was formed. Archaeology
went from searching for the burials of
famous people to the academic method
of excavating necropolises. The revolu-
tion interrupted these processes, and the

recently developed understanding of the
necropolis was foreclosed once more.

Ekaterina Boltunova and Nataliya
Beresneva’s «Funerals in the Russian
Empire of the late 19" and early 20" cen-
turies as Element of Public Sphere» dis-
cusses the funeral sphere that includes
a wide range of practices (from ritual
arrangements and publications in press
to economics of death) as part of the
late Imperial public sphere. In Russia of
the 1880s — 1910s this space proved
to be frequently used for mobilizing and
positioning of various social groups.

It turned to be open for direct or hidden
social competition, public imagery crea-
tion as well as discussions of late impe-
rial social norms and principles.

Galina Egorova in «Digital Immortality
and Family Memory: Genealogy, Necro-
polystics and New Memory Technologies
in Russia and Abroad» deals with the
transformation of genealogical practices
in the context of digitalization of the
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memory of the deceased. The article
designates a special role to digital necro-
polystics, an interdisciplinary field

covering the preservation, visualization
and representation of family graves
using digital technologies.

Language and Verse:
Qualitative and Quanitive Methods

The article «Vladimir Nabokov’s Poem
“My s toboyu tak verili v svyaz’ bytiya...”
[You and | believed in the bonds of
being...]: A Commentary on Verse Orga-
nization» by Marina Akimova presents
an interpretation of Vladimir Nabokov’s
poem from the point of view of verse
theory. Its additional aim was to correct
the dominant perception of Nabokov as
a poet at the margins of contemporary
verse study. The analysis of linguistic
and verse features reveals two seman-
tic lines in the text, both of which cut
through all his works, namely the lines
of breaks and connection. Both are
manifested in versification: in metrics,
in rhymes and other sound repetitions,

in some rhythmical effects of caesura,
enjambements and catalectics.

Maria Levchenko in the article «“Neural
Inside”: Static Neural Models in Poetic
Text Analysis» explores the application
of word embeddings for analysing diffe-
rences between naive and canonical
poetry. Using corpora from Stihi.Ru and
canonical poetry, Levchenko proposes
a systematic method for comparing
vector models by analysing semantic
shifts, cluster differentiation, and neigh-
bour stability. This computational appro-
ach provides measurable evidence for
fundamental differences in the concep-
tualisation of key poetic concepts.

«Mitin Journal» in the Perestroika Era

«Mitin Journal» was one of the most
prominent and influential publications of
unofficial literature during the perestroika
period, and notably, the only selfcrafted
magazine of its kind to continue after
the collapse of the Soviet Union, states
Dmitrii Bresler in his «“*“Mitin Journal’
Celebration”: The Archaeology of Samiz-
dat». Despite its significance, the journal’s
practices have remained largely over-
looked by scholars of unofficial culture
and samizdat. Distinct from many figures
of the independent press, the editorial
collective behind «Mitin Journal» did not
view samizdat merely as a makeshift me-
thod of safeguarding non-Soviet poetic

traditions under conditions of censorship.

Instead, they embraced it as a deliberate

and relevant mode of artistic expression
shaped by the communicative realities
of the underground.

The article «The Cyborg in Samizdat:
The Subject of Underground Women’s
Writing in “Mitin Journal” in the 1980s»
by Elizaveta Grishechkina analyzes
the texts of Olga Komarova and Yulia
Kisina, published in «Mitin Journal»
between 1985 and 1990, as examples
of constructing an underground female
subjectivity during the perestroika period.
The subjectivation strategies employed
by these authors are examined through
the lens of Donna Haraway’s concept
of cyborg writing, offering a new per-
spective on the modes of existence of
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the underground subject in a time of
cultural and political transition.

Margarita Balakireva in the article
«Between Dilettantism and Dissidence:
Translations of Boris Vian’s Short Stories
in “Mitin Journal”» focuses on the study
of unofficial translations from French,
specifically the translation of Boris Vian’s

short stories, published in «Mitin Journal».

By examining the features of these trans-
lations, we can better understand the

role of language in samizdat and rethink
the position of the unofficial translator,
who is opposed to the official translator
and educator. This intervention creates
an alternative image of foreign literature
within the Soviet context. Through alter-
native translation strategies such as
translation-commentary, translation-
game, and translation-subscript, the
samizdat translator seeks to update the
Russian language and develop a new
literary idiom.
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